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NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER 2012
The final link severed.
FAREWELL TO MARTIN PASH,
THE LAST KNOWN CENTAUR SURVIVOR
Martin Pash was a 20 year old merchant seaman on the Centaur
when the torpedo struck. He was sucked down a hatch by the
force of the Centaur’s sinking, but managed to fight his way to
the surface, where he was plucked out of the water by Sister
Savage, and spent the next 36 hours on the open sea.
He never got over that experience, and was troubled by
nightmares all his life.
He had been a member of the crew in Centaur’s pre-hospital
days, and was on board for the rescue of the survivors of the
Kormoran, and their subsequent removal under armed guard to
Fremantle.
Martin was a very active member of the Association and
attended as many Centaur functions as he could, including
travelling regularly to Point Danger from his home in
Melbourne for the Memorial Services there. Because of the
timing of the Services, he would then return to Melbourne to
attend Melbourne’s Service at Heidelberg Hospital. Several
times he attended at Concord in Sydney, and at least once, when
the dates lined up, he attended all three. He was an honoured
guest at both the National Memorial Service at St John’s
Cathedral in Brisbane in March 2010, and the at-sea Service over
the site of the Centaur later that year.

Editor: Jan Thomas
02 6564 8400

Martin’s funeral was held in the ANZAC Memorial
Chapel at Heidelberg Repatriation Hospital. It was a
very personal, fitting, friendly and moving ceremony
conducted by the Palliative Care Chaplain Luke Bowen,
who, with Robert Winther, had played a major part in
getting Martin back to Heidelberg so he could die
amongst friends in a familiar environment.
Some 80 people attended the Service, including Billie
Amey, Martin’s long time friend and carer. Richard
Jones, President of the Centaur Association, travelled
from Sydney; John Geary, Deputy Commissioner DVA
Victoria, Jeff Freeman, TPI Association; Keith Oliver,
Secretary Merchant Navy RSL Sub-Branch, Bob Cross,
President of Darebin RSL Sub-Branch. Messages were
received from 40 members of the Association,
including Jenny Foster from Centaur Primary School
NSW and David Mearns in England. Too many to read
them all, but they were all passed on to Billie.
Robert Winther gave a fine eulogy which painted a
vibrant portrait of Martin’s interesting life.
After the funeral service, everyone lined the Duckboard
Heritage walk as the cortège was wheeled to the hearse,
and then the hearse drove off to the tolling of the
Heritage Bell in the Remembrance Garden.
Billie chose the date of the funeral. It was her 90th
birthday, and she wanted to spend it with Martin.

Friends, family, colleagues and members of the Centaur Association form a Guard of Honour following
the funeral of Martin Pash at Heidelberg Repatriation Hospital

Pat O’Brien, Billie Amey, Martin’s
devoted companion and carer,
Richard Jones, and Tom Evans,
after Martin’s funeral.
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A Tribute from Robert Winther,
Veteran Liaison Officer for Austin Health).
In a moving Eulogy, Robert Winther gave an overview
of Martin’s life, and made mention of the strong Centaur
links that exist at the hospital.
Martin was born on 31 December 1922. He lived at Port
Melbourne all his life until he moved to Ivanhoe
relatively recently. His early schooling was with the
nuns, but he left school at age 13.
He worked on the ferry boat Waroona that sailed between
Melbourne and Sorrento. Then he became a merchant
seaman on the Centaur. Martin went down with the
ship, but survived, and his damaged hearing was one
result. He attributed the swimming skills that enabled
him to survive to his early childhood experiences of
diving for pennies that people would drop into the water
at Port Melbourne for the local kids to retrieve.
Despite the trauma of being torpedoed he loved ships,
reading much about them, and taking many cruises in his
retirement. He also played lawn bowls.
He became a Legatee, assisting the families of those who
didn’t return. He is thought to have been the first
merchant seaman to be classed TPI.
Martin was a gentle man who had a special feeling for
the ANZAC Memorial Chapel at Heidelberg. The
Stained Glass artist will be asked to include a portrait of
Martin Pash, along with the many other people included,
and to be included, in this significant piece of art.

Martin Pash as we knew him
L. Poring over the
discovery photos at
home in Melbourne.
R. Cutting the CPS
discovery cake.
Below. With H.E. the
Governo-General and
H.E. the Governor of
Queensland after the
National Memorial
Service, Brisbane.

A Tribute from David Mearns
I travelled to Melbourne specifically to meet
Martin and Billie. We spent the day together
and I recorded a series of long interviews
with him. After I found Centaur's wreck the
Courier Mail paid for him and Billie to go to
Brisbane where I got to meet him again, and
of course Martin was delighted that we had
been successful.
Like many veterans that had suffered a traumatic event and had
watched their friends die, Martin was scarred by what happened
to him on the Centaur and he was very emotional and often
cried when he talked about it. As the last survivor he also had
to carry this burden for years and that wasn't easy on
him. Everyone wanted to know Martin's story, me included,
and thus it was all like we wanted a little piece of him also.
So I was very pleased to see that he was able to travel again for
the main Church memorial and meet the Governor General
and all the dignitaries. He deserved that at least.
The best part of my time with Martin was when we had a good
hour or so to talk alone at the hospital where he eventually
died. It was during this talk that Martin opened up personally
and told me what he was like as a young man. You could tell
that he had been one of the lads, but he was also very clever
about making money and seeing an opportunity. On the advice
of his father he bought a truck and was a one-man haulier for
people. And when he saved enough money he bought a
property and did this several times, I think. His shrewd
property investments enabled him to live a very comfortable life
and enjoy travelling with Billie, which he liked to do. The best
thing was that Martin was able to enjoy nice things in life from
the fruits of his labour and enterprising spirit. He had the
biggest TV I had ever seen and told me a great story about how
he had it especially imported from Japan.
He mentioned Mattie Morris quite a bit so that was one person
from the Centaur he could relate to, and they met up once in a
while although Mattie himself was quite ill and in hospital.
Meeting Martin was one of the best experiences of my Centaur
time. But I would really have liked to have known him when he
was young. A large, fit, handsome man with real energy and
spirit.
May he rest in peace.
L with LS medic
Evelyn Villaln on
board
HMAS
Manoora for the
at-sea Service.
R with Mattie
Morris 2003.

At Brisbane, after the discovery
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MERCHANT NAVY
ANNUAL MEMORIAL SERVICE
Our President, Richard Jones, represented the Association
at the Service and filed the following report:
On 15th April, I attended the Merchant Navy Memorial
Service at Rookwood Necropolis, representing the 2/3
AHS Centaur Association. Two of the Merchant Navy
people who in the past regularly attended our Centaur
Service at Concord have ‘crossed the bar’ and are no
longer with us. They were ‘Spud’ Murphy and Peter
Harris-Walker.
The small chapel was filled to overflowing. The address
was given by Admiral Andrew Robertson who had a long
career in the RAN serving in WW11, Korea and Vietnam.
His message was of the importance of civilian vessels for
trade and the transporting of supplies to the Armed
Forces, helping ensure the survival of nations such as ours.
He also emphasized the enormous loss of life suffered by
the Merchant Navy by enemy action on the high seas.
The RANR Band had an excellent flautist and
vocalist. The latter led us on a vocally challenging but
agreeable rendition of Nearer My God to Thee. The band
was a delight to listen to and received warm applause in
thanks.
Many wreaths were laid by
representatives of the
Australian Government,
foreign and Australian
militaries,
Naval
Associations, and a plethora
of RSLs. I laid a wreath on
b e h a l f
o f
o u r
Association. All the wreaths
were then taken to the MN
Memorial where this photo
was taken. Ours is the lower
one near my left hand.

Don Kennedy, President of the MN RSL sub-Branch was
also in attendance. Don wrote of his feelings during the
address which also made mention of the ‘Centaur’.
“I had just laid a wreath in memory of all those lost
seamen and my mind went back to those pictures taken a
few years ago of the white hull with its green band and the
red crosses, resting on the bottom of the ocean”, he said.

Vale, Old Friends…
Ken Ryder, Secretary, Merchant Navy Association.
Following the death of Gordon Solomon a couple of years
ago, Ken became our contact with that organization. He
was meticulous in keeping us informed of their activities,
and ensuring we were invited to the Annual Service. He
regularly attended the Centaur Service at Concord, and was
untiring in his efforts on behalf of merchant navy
personnel, their wives and widows.
Monty Wedd, proprietor of the Monarch Military Museum
at Williamtown in the Hunter region of NSW, where he
and Dorothy (niece of Matron Jewell) kept a Centaur
display. Monty was also well known to Laurie Hindmarsh
as both were volunteers at the North Head Artillery
Museum. Who amongst us (over a certain age) could
forget Dollar Bill? And do you remember the comic book
character Captain Justice in the days before American
comic books flooded the market? Monty was the creator
of these and many others. “His artwork was polished and
realistic, but the most notable aspect was the period detail
which arose from his love of history”. (Timelines, SMH).
Harry Pearce, OAM. Harry was one of the instigators of
the Memorial at Point Danger and its Walkway
commemorating all shipping attacked in Australian waters.
Harry was motivated by the lack of acknowledgement of
the Merchant Navy in wartime, and contacted every RSL in
Australia for $1 per member, and lobbied the Council for a
location. He became voluntary custodian of the Memorial
and for his efforts was awarded the OAM in 1997. The
Award also acknowledged his support for Centaur
Primary School where he cared for the 268 trees planted
at the school to mark each life lost on the Centaur.

Nurses’ Memorial Centre Melbourne
Wreath-Laying Service
Pat O’Brien, daughter of L/Cpl Michael O’Brien 2/12th
FA, attended the wreath-laying ceremony on 22 April
which was again held at 421 St Kilda Rd in Melbourne,
organized by the Nurses’ Memorial Centre. As usual the
Scotch College Army Cadet Unit provided the Guard of
Honour, the Last Post and Lament, and the Keytones
Choir led the singing, with Rev Judi Pollard leading the
prayers. The most moving part of the ceremony this year
was the reading of the names and ages of the 21 nurses of
the 8th Division, Second AIF who died on Radji Beach
Singapore.
Of the 50 wreaths laid the Centaur Association was in the
first group of four, quite a salute. A wreath was also laid by
the Centaur Memorial Fund for Nurses (Qld).
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CAPTAIN GEORGE “SANDY” MURRAY, MN,
MASTER 2/3 AHS CENTAUR
from Bill Conroy,

In the First World War, my father was
wireless operator and Sandy Murray was
the fourth Officer on HMT Nestor, a Blue
Funnel Line ship, taken over for the war
effort. They became lifelong friends.
Captain Murray was a revered figure in our
family and I can recall him visiting our
home at Hill End in Brisbane on two
occasions, when I was seven years of age. I
am also sure that Dad would have visited
the ship while it was in port. I remember
the occasions well.
Captain Murray’s first visit would have been on a weekend as I can
recall sitting in Dad’s workshop, with all its radio gadgetry,
listening to the two men yarning. It’s amazing the things you
remember! Dad’s favourite pipe tobacco was Full Strength
Capstan. His only source of supply during the war years was when
Sandy Murray spotted some on his travels overseas and was able to
send or bring some to my father.
His second and final visit was only a couple of weeks, I think,
before the sinking. He had dinner with Mum, Dad, my three
sisters, and myself. On departure to go back to his ship he kissed
my mother goodbye and thanked her for the meal. She said to
him: "You take care of yourself out there Sandy". To which he
replied: "Don't worry about me, Mary, we are always all lit up, you
know". Given the events to follow it is little wonder that I
remember the words so well. When the news broke you can
imagine how distraught my parents were, particularly my father.
I came home from school that fateful day to find my father already
home and I was told the terrible news. When I asked what had
happened to Capt. Murray, Dad replied. "He went down with his
ship". His devastation was acute.
The Murrays, Sandy and his wife were both from Scotland, but
resided in Cottesloe, Perth before and during
the war. I am not sure if Mrs Murray returned
to Scotland when the war ended but she
possibly did. I do know that the Blue Funnel
Line gave her a world trip, and she visited our
home in Brisbane in 1953 as part of that trip.
My mother had died by that time.
R. “Sandy” and Mrs
Murray circa 1920
L. Captain Murray’s plaque on the
Walkway at Caloundra.

AT-SEA SERVICE DVDs
The Queensland Government provided DVDs for
each family represented at the at-Sea Service and gave
us permission to have copies made for individual
family members who would like one.
We have had them made commercially, and copies
can be obtained from Richard Jones, 02 9524 6894,
or rjones@centaur.org.au for the cost price of $15
each, including posting and handling .
CENTAUR TALKS
Association members continue to give talks on
the Centaur to various community groups. Pam
Gilbert has given four so far this year, Jan Thomas
two, and Keith Clegg three. Pam has some more
lined up for next year. John Foley is also on the
speaking circuit, especially for talks on the more
technical aspects of the search and discovery.
It’s good to see from the requests that come in
that interest in the Centaur is still high in the
community consciousness.
DARWIN CLARK,
RED CROSS REPRESENTATIVE
Some time ago we discovered that there were only
267 Centaur names on the Sydney Memorial to the
Missing; that of Darwin Clark, the Red Cross
Representative on board had been omitted.
Mr Clark was on the Ship’s Medical Staff, attached to
the Army, housed, victualled and kitted out by the
Army, with the honorary rank of Lieutenant, but not
actually of the Army. It seems his name slipped
through the net when the Army presented the names
of its casualties to the Sydney Memorial.
We followed up this omission and can now report
that Darwin Clark’s name has been added to the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission database
and will be added to the Sydney Memorial in due
course, probably when a panel needs replacement or
refurbishment. His service and sacrifice are now
listed on the Debt of Honour website.
It is particularly significant that the nation should
acknowledge Darwin Clark’s service.
He had
previously served in a combat unit in the First World
War, and because of a war injury was not accepted for
active service in the Second, so he elected to serve his
country as a Red Cross Representative. He served in
that capacity on both the Oranje, and the Centaur.
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CENTAUR DAY, CALOUNDRA

Vale, Mannie Comino, Caloundra

Erica Costigan
PR, Caloundra RSL Centaur Committee

Erica Costigan
PR, Caloundra RSL Centaur Committee

On Centaur Day this year, Caloundra rewarded us all with an absolutely
perfect autumn morning.

It is with much sadness that I advise you of the
passing, on 28 August, of Mannie Comino, a
well-known Caloundra identity, and a very
strong Centaur supporter.

Over a hundred people attended the Commemorative Service in Centaur
Park. The guest speaker was Kerry Cook, President of the Sunshine
Coast Regional RSL District, and Pastor Arthur Fry led the prayers.
Many beautiful wreaths were laid at the Memorial, while at the same
time, school students placed flowers at each of the 110 Memorial
Plaques in Centaur Park.
This year we were delighted with the attendance from representative
students and teachers from eight of our eleven local Caloundra schools.
That special tradition is growing stronger each year, and those of us
closely connected with Centaur Day activities are grateful for such
wonderful support.
The local Sunshine Coast Daily newspaper covered our ceremony with a
great story and photos of Keith Clegg and his family, as well as group
photos.
There is always a reminder to Centaur Association members about the
Memorial Plaques (along the Walkway) which can be ordered by
contacting me (07 5492 1892) or the Caloundra RSL.
Special attention is drawn to the recently installed plaque on the
Memorial which is a replica of the actual one laid on the deck of the
Centaur in 2010. The replica is a gift from the Centaur Association to
the Caloundra community, for which we are very grateful.
Our wreath layer, Keith Clegg, writes:

This year’s service was for me made
sp e c i a l w i th th e e xc e l l e n t
representation from the local
Caloundra schools. As well as
participating in the placing of
flowers beside the Centaur
Memorial Plaques many schools
Group of participants in the Service, also laid wreaths ...... a new
showing the strong representation generation remembering Centaur!
from local schools.
Below:
Keith Clegg lays the
Association wreath.

Even though it is approaching three
years since Centaur was found and
two years since the Memorial/
Remembrance Services. I have been
surprised by the continued interest
in Centaur in the Sunshine Coast
community. During the month of
May I was invited as guest speaker
to talk on Centaur at two Probus
Clubs and one Rotary Club.
Centaur has not been forgotten!

Mannie was a busy member of the Caloundra
Rotary Club in the 1960s, and it was Mannie
who first suggested to that Club and to the
(then) Landsborough Shire Council, that an
appropriate memorial be erected on the
Caloundra headland as a tribute to the Centaur.
The glow was seen from four locations here,
and the attack was always seen as a piece of our
local wartime history.
Our Centaur Memorial was built in 1967 and
dedicated in an impressive ceremony in
September 1968, with Canberra Bombers and
an Australian destroyer involved.
When Caloundra’s Centaur Committee was
formed in March 1993, Mannie was an early
nomination. He continued in the position ever
since. Only three original members now
remain, Dick Alchin, and Bryan and myself.
Mannie not only lived at Calountra during the
war years, he remembered SO much of it.
Comino’s Drapery is still the same today as I
remember it in the early 1940s. The original
timber floor still surprises people.
Mannie contacted many people about the
Centaur, and his ‘chats and a cuppa” at the
back of the shop were legend.
Farewell to a genuine Centaur supporter.
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2012 CENTAUR COMMEMORATIONS AT CANBERRA AND POINT DANGER.
AWM, CANBERRA

POINT DANGER

A school captain leads the Service

Back row: MAJ Arthur Dugdale, Peter McGrath (wreath-layer) Graeme
Rogers, Steve McGrath, Peter and James Keith, Graham Melville, Bobbie
Pettiford, Ross Peake, Rob Pettiford, Peta Thompson, Shane Thompson,
Sanya Ritchie, Bob Connor (Legacy), Richard Jones.
Middle row: Sharon Rusk, Emma Parkinson, Ros Benton, Mary Porter, AC
MP for Ginnindera, Pam Keith, Alison Ryan, ?, Mary Sutton, Isabel
Fitzgerald, ?.
Front row: Lucy Walton, Audrey Wills, Brad Thompson, Adam
Thompson
Representing Centaur personnel, Pte George McGrath, Pte Keith Benton,
Pte F.J.Lynagh, Ptes Fred and Alan Fortier, Maj G Jones, Pte Athol Povey,
Sgt Paul and Pte John Bracken, Pte C Woods, all 2/12th FA. Maj G Cooley
and Capt. Hindmarsh SMS, and John Keith navigator of the Avro Anson
that found the survivors.
POINT DANGER

The Service begins with the Trumpet Voluntary (Purcell)
Two
proud
recipients of the
Hindmarsh Medal
for Courage and
Endeavour.
R Brayden Philp
L. Jessica Denton
The medal is presented in honour of
Captain Bernie Hindmarsh of the Ship’s Medical Staff.
On the school’s Foundation Day, 15 October, the Moran
Medal for Courage is presented by Srs Mary and Frances
Moran in honour of Pte Jack O’Neill Moran, 2/12th FA.

Jan Thomas delivering the Address at Point Danger with the school choir
at rest and the Volunteer Marine Rescue, the new custodians of the
Memorial, in attendance. Jan thanked the members of the original
committee who were in the audience, including the late Harry Pearce who
had been the volunteer custodian, and John Griffin, secretary of the RSL
sub-Branch for negotiating with the VMR. She thanked also the school for
continuing to tell the Centaur story and conducting the Service for families
and members of the community to remember Centaur. Finally, thanks to
the students for being such good ambassadors of Centaur.
“We will go to our homes tonight confident that the Memorial and the
Centaur story are in good hands”.

Families, friends and colleagues of Centaur personnel,
pose with the Three Muskateers—original committee
members Dave Jeanes next to Warren Keats (wielding
the big stick) and Don Johnston behind Warren. On
the end of the first row is Darren Scott, Principal of
Centaur Primary School, and chief bugler.
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CENTAUR COMMEMORATIONS, SYDNEY, BRISBANE, MELBOURNE.
CONCORD REPATRIATION HOSPITAL, SYDNEY
ST ANDREW’S CHURCH,
LUTWYCHE, BRISBANE

L-R Bruce McSkimming (our wreath-layer), Alison Holland, Mary Stirzaker,
Richard Jones (behind) Margaret Jones (obscured), Anne Estreich in front,
Richard and Margaret Parry, Robert Holland, Marjorie McSkimming, Carol
Miller, Enid Blackman, ? Isabel Fitzgerald, Joan Fisher OAM (Oranje veteran), Lucy Walton, Malcolm Knight (behind). Rod Blackman (kneeling).
Representing Centaur casualties, Maj.L.Holland, and Capt B.F.Hindmarsh,
SMS, Pte Jack Moran, Pte S. McSkimming, Pte R.. Blackman, Maj G. Jones,
Capt S. Foley, Pte C. Woods, 2/12th FA. Known to be present, but not in
the photo: Tony and Anne Stephens, (Pte B. Stephens) and John Robb (Pte
Fred Denne).
A regular feature at Concord is the Oranje-Centaur Group Banner under
which we march on ANZAC Day. Also featured each year is the 2/12th FA
Banner. The Association is the custodian for the Oranje-Centaur Banner and
the Maroubra Rovers continue to look after the 2/12th Banner in memory of
‘Spud’ Murphy, its custodian for many years.

HEIDELBERG REPATRIATION HOSPITAL, MELBOURNE

Mark, Frank, Michael and David Forrest outside St
Andrew’s, representing Pte Jack Forrest, 2/12th FA.
The Guest Speaker at the Service was Professor
Linda Shields, MP, PhD, FRCNA, a Centaur Fellow
currently at Curtin University WA, shortly to be at
James Cook University Townsville.
One of the major works of the Centaur Memorial
Fund for Nurses is to endow an annual Centaur
Fellowship for a graduate nurse in Queensland.
BATTLE FOR AUSTRALIA
COMMEMORATION

The Commemoration was held at the
Cenotaph, Martin Place, Sydney on Wednesday
5th September. The Guest of Honour was Her
Excellency Professor Marie Bashir AC CVO,
Governor of NSW.
The Guest Speaker was Association member
Mr Keith Pryor, Merchant Seaman, who served
as purser on 2/1 AHS Manunda in WW11.

L-R Tom Evans, Tony Bracken, Faye Williams,
Len Williams, Martha Evans, Pat O’Brien, Billie Amey,
Martin Pash (survivor) , Justin Moore behind Bob Cross
president of Darebin RSL, Judy Moore behind Shirley
Cross, Frans Odyk, representing Centaur Casualties, L/
Cpl Michael O’Brien, Sgt Paul and Pte John Bracken,
2/12th FA, W/O2 Leonard Williams, SMS and Harry
Royston Hall, MN.
The printed edition of this Newsletter has been generously donated by Macksville (NSW) Public School as a community service.
Captain Hindmarsh (lost) and the family of Pte Eric Taylor (saved) were residents of Macksville at the time of the sinking.
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Last Post
Chloe Hanslow, sister of
Tom Hobden, survivor
deceased, 4 April 2011.
John Kennedy (since last Newsletter,
date unknown), early member of the
Assn, YMCA Welfare Officer (Army).
Up-patient in Greenslopes who
ministered to survivors.
John Keith, 2 March 2012, navigator of
the Avro Anson that found the Centaur
survivors.
Ken Ryder, MN, 22 April 2012,
suddenly, following a heart attack.
Laurence Gard, January 2012, passenger
on first voyage to NG.
Harry Pearce OAM, MN, 15 February
2012, member of Centaur
Commemoration Committee, Point
Danger, and custodian of the Memorial.
Elizabeth Larkin, June 2012, widow of
Sgt Paul Bracken, sister-in-law of Pte
John Bracken, mother of our treasurer
Tony Bracken.
Monty Wedd, 2012, husband
Dorothy, niece of Matron Jewell.
Martin Pash, last known
survivor, 28 July 2012.

of

Centaur

Mannie Comino, instigator of the
Caloundra Centaur Memorial, and
constant supporter, 28 August 2012..
May they rest in peace

Annual General Meeting

ANZAC DAY IN SYDNEY

of 2/3 AHS Centaur Association was
held as advertised on 1 August at
Altona Meadowes in Melbourne.

Centaur descendants were joined as usual
by Nathan Bryen, grand nephew of Alf
Munce who served on 2/1 AHS
Manunda and Peter Harris up from
Melbourne for the occasion, son of Ida
Alexander who served on NMHS Oranje.
Nathan’s great aunt, Marj, Alf’s sister,
watched the March with the frail veterans
and relatives, on the corner of King and
George Streets and later joined us for
lunch. Marj and Keith Pryor, Manunda
veteran had much to talk about at the
lunch.

President Richard Jones gave an
overview of 2012’s activities and
thanked the committee members for
their efforts during the year. Special
mention was made of the assistance
of Association member Caroline van
Oosterom (g/daughter of L/C
Michael O’Brien 2/12th FA) and her
husband, Pete, for their work
maintaining and updating our
website.
All members of the
Executive and Committee stood for
re-election and as there were no
other nominations, all were elected
unanimously. Committee member,
Doug Hoare remains our Public
Officer.
Treasurer Tony Bracken presented
the Annual Financial Statement
which is available electronically to
members on request.
The full
Minutes and the President's
Report are also electronically
available.
During the year the Association has
continued to direct our efforts
towards honouring those we lost and
supporting those who lost them, and
continuing to tell their stories,
particularly in the distribution of
replicas of the Centaur Plaque.
Gradually stories of Centaur
casualties and survivors are being
added to the website.

Available to members of the Association for $35
posted anywhere in Australia from:
Nairana Publications,
6A Doncaster St
Hendra Qld. 4011.
Quote this Newsletter.

CENTAUR MEMORIALS
Do you know of any Memorials to the
Centaur or any of its personnel? We
would like to keep a database of all such
memorials and put them on our website
and feature them in our Newsletters.
Generally we hear only of the Memorials
where regular Services are conducted,
but, for instance, there is a Centaur
Memorial at Dapto, NSW, and there are
memorial plaques to individuals in
churches, community halls and gardens.
We have already featured Centaur Park at
Trinity Park in the Cairns district.
OUR RATIONALE
To honour those who gave their lives on 2/3
AHS Centaur.

The Myth of Immunity
This book by Christopher Milligan and John Foley is still
the definitive book on 2/3 AHS Centaur. Painstakingly
researched, it reads well and answers most of the
questions.

Sharing our table was a man whose father
had been lost on HMS Hood, also
discovered by David Mearns. By means
of a couple of condiment bottles he
regaled us with the story, and, like the
stereotypical retired general, we relived
the battle between HMS Hood and the
Prince of Wales (with one pair of bottles)
and the Bismarck and Prinz Eugen (with
the other)...

Disclaimer:The views expressed in this Newsletter do not
necessarily reflect the official policy of 2/3 AHS
Centaur Association Inc. All care is taken to check
details reproduced in these pages but no responsibility
is taken for inaccuracies. Please let the editor know if
incorrect details have been published so they can be
rectified as soon as possible. All contributions are
welcome. Copyright remains with the authors, and
anything quoted from this Newsletter should include
names of both the author (when given) and the
Newsletter.

To provide a means of communication for
Survivors, Descendants, Relatives, Friends &
Organizations interested in 2/3 AHS Centaur
To help the healing process which for many
still continues.
To ensure that the memory never fades, and
the facts are not forgotten by succeeding
generations.
To turn a tragedy into a triumph, and to foster
a peaceful and forward-looking attitude.

Let us remember Centaur - a vessel of mercy on the turbulent waters of a world at war

