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Brisbane, Qld. 
Thursday 14 May 2015 at 10.30am.  

St. Andrew’s Anglican Church 
Lutwyche.  In attendance will be the 
choir of Brisbane Girls Grammar, the 
pipes of Brisbane Boys’ College and 
the cadets from TS Centaur, ACN. 
Refreshments will be served following 
the Service.  RSVP by 7 May to Miss 
Pixie Annat P.O. Box 68, Kelvin 
G r o v e ,  4 0 5 9 ,  o r  e m a i l : 
admin@centaurnursesfund.org.au 
 
Caloundra, Qld.  
Thursday 14 May 2015 at 11am.  
   

At the Memorial in Centaur Park.  
Children from local schools will lay an 
individual flower on each name on the 
Walkway on behalf of relatives. 
Anyone wishing to lay a wreath please 
see the Secretary, Dick Alchin, before 
the Service begins. Guest Speaker will 
be Keith Clegg, son of Pte Percy Clegg, 
SMS.  Refreshments after the Service at 
Caloundra RSL. 

Let us know if you are attending Services and we will ask Association 
members to look out for you.  02 6564 8400 or  jthomas44@bigpond.com 
Please make yourself and your Centaur connection known to organizers or our 
wreath-layer.   

Point Danger, Qld.  
Friday 15 May 2015 at 10am.  
 

At the Memorial (weather permitting, 
otherwise in the assembly hall, 
Centaur Primary School, Eucalyptus 
Drive, Banora Point).  The Service is 
conducted by the school students.  
Refreshments following the Service. 
RSVP 8 May 2015 to Centaur 
Primary School (07) 5524 9655. 
  
Concord, Sydney, NSW.   
Tuesday 12 May 2015 at 10.30am. 
  

In the 113 AGH Memorial Chapel, 
Concord Hospital, Hospital Rd, 
Concord.   RSVP 5 May 2015 to 
M e l v a  L i n d l e y  a t 
melva.lindley@sswahs.nsw.gov.au  
or telephone (02) 9767 5256  
  
Melbourne, Vic.  
Sunday 17 May 2015 at 9am. 
  

In the ANZAC Memorial Chapel, 
Heidelberg Repatriation Hospital, 
300 Waterdale Road, Heidelberg 
West. Entry via Gate 9. Enquiries 
Robert Winther (03) 9496 2324, or 
r o be r t .w in t h er @aus t in .o r g . au  
Refreshments will be served at the 
Darebin RSL Sub-Branch at 402 Bell 
Street, Preston.  

 

MEMORIAL SERVICE TIMES 

Dapto, NSW. 

Thursday 14 May 2015 at 6pm. 
 

At the War Memorial in the small 
park adjacent to Dapto Railway 
Station.  All welcome.  Refreshments 
following the Service at Dapto RSL 
opposite the park.  For further 
information or directions contact Jack 
Gray, 02 4283 4652, or email 
rwjgray@reachnet.com.au  

Please note: 
 

The new email address 
for the Association is: 

 
jthomas44@bigpond.com 

 
The activ8 and hotmail addresses 

are no longer operative. 

Canberra, ACT.  
Thursday 14 May 2015 at 4.55pm.   

The Centaur Last Post Ceremony at 
the AWM.  Assemble in the 
Orientation Gallery with Association 
member, Ted Leask, by 4.30pm.  Ted 
will have poppies for those who wish 
to place a poppy on the Roll of 
Honour prior to the commencement 
of the ceremony.  People laying 
wreaths or floral tributes are asked to 
meet with AWM staff also in the 
Orientation Gallery. 
 
RSVP Jan Thomas (02) 6564 8400 or 
jthomas44@bigpond.com by 7 May 
2015.  Please advise if you wish to lay 
a wreath or floral tribute during the 
ceremony, and/or place a poppy on 
the Roll of Honour, so we can inform 



 

OUR VISIT TO THE CENTAUR MEMORIAL SERVICE  
AT DAPTO, 14TH MAY, 2014. 

 

 
from Priscilla Hinton, niece of Pte K. P. Bourchier, 2/12th FA 

 
Being unfamiliar with Dapto, my husband, Harold, my sister, Marie, and 
I made a midday visit to the park near the Railway Station where the 
Service was to be held in the evening.  We were glad of time to study the 
plaques on the War Memorial, especially the Centaur plaque, and to 
enjoy the quietness of the park with its  rosemary bushes. 
 
At 6 p.m. it was a great privilege to assemble in the park with Centaur 
families, local R.S.L. members, local Scouts and others remembering the 
tragic sinking of the hospital ship with so much loss of life. 
 
Knowing that the members of 2/12th had spent 3 months  in the area (at 
Corrimal) shortly before embarking, added particular poignancy, 
somehow making them seem closer. 
 
Following the service, refreshments were provided in the R.S.L. Hall and 
we were served by the Scouts.  Although not large, the Hall contains a 
magnificent and well-kept display of photos and other memorabilia 
relating to 2/3 A.H.S. Centaur and other wartime events with a local 
connection. 
 
We took an enlarged photo of Uncle Keith to show around at the 
refreshments.  Unfortunately no one could identify any of his mates. 
 
It was a privilege to meet up with Mr. Jack Gray who took a dental unit 
to Port Moresby on the Centaur’s first trip. 
 
We also found someone with a family link to Douglas Colefax (see 
Newsletter May, 2014).  There was such warmth displayed by all with 
whom we had opportunity to have conversation. 
 
Thank you so much for promoting the Dapto Memorial Service last 
year.   We are so glad  we had the opportunity to share in that special 
occasion. 
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Return Thanks 

 

The Burrows family wishes to thank all 
Association members for their prayers, 
thoughts and letters during their recent 
bereavement. 
 

We are reminded of the ongoing nature of 
their bereavement whenever we hear news of 
the continued search for the MH370, and the 
lack of clarity in the loss of the MH17. 
 

The family lives with it constantly... 

R. The War Memorial at 
Dapto taken the following 
day showing the wreaths. 

Above:  
 

The Centaur Plaque on the 
Dapto War Memorial 

News from  
Centaur Primary School 

Centaur Principal, Mr Darren Scott, has 
requested shore leave from the NSW DEC 
aboard the mighty Centaur for the remainder 
of the year.  Mr Scott addressed the students at 
the assembly before he disembarks the 
Centaur, and staff farewelled him during a 
morning tea to wish him all the best for the 
next part of his educational leadership journey.  
 
Chess 

On Wednesday 18 
March students 
from Centaur 
travelled to 
Worongary State 
Primary School to 
participate in the 
chess tournament. 

Everyone had a great time and in seven rounds 
against students from other schools and ages 
Centaur managed to come away with three 
ribbons.  The students should be very proud of 
their results as well as their behaviour.           
 
Harmony Day 
Centaur staff and students joined the world-
wide celebration of Harmony Day on 21 
March.  In Australia it is a day of cultural 
respect for everyone who calls Australia home 
- from traditional owners to those who have 
come from many countries around the world. 
Centaur staff and students wore orange 
clothing to signify their recognition of 
Harmony Day.  The key lesson the students 
learnt was to recognise the 
importance of respect, and an 
understanding of cultural diversity, 
so we all have a sense of belonging. 

 



Memories of NMHS Oranje 
from Association member, ex-Oranje staff, Bob Moore 

 

Twenty eight Oranje medical staff transferred to 
Centaur when the Oranje was handed back to the 
Dutch Colonial Government; eighteen of them lost 
their lives. 
 

For the first two or three round trips on Oranje 
there were only a dozen ‘other ranks’ 
Australian males, and a similar number of 
New Zealanders in what was called Liaison 
Staff, headed by a core group of senior 
medical officers. plus Sr Mary McFarlane, AANS, and the Red Cross 
Representative, Darwin Clark.  All other medical staff was under the 
Dutch administration. 
 

Only when the Japanese overran most of S.E.Asia and the Netherlands 
East Indies, with the political implications in the islands we now call 
Indonesia, was the ship’s staff radically revised to include an Australian 
matron and several Army nurses and doctors, a much larger group of 
Medical Corps male nurses and ward orderlies, and, for the first time, 
Voluntary Aid Detachment nurses from Australian and New Zealand. 
Association member Joan Fisher OAM was a V.A.D. on Oranje. 
 

The ship was, of course, still under the command of Captain ‘Benny’ 
Potger with his officers, crew and all other staff, the people who would 
have run Oranje, previously an ocean liner, on her regular service from 
Holland to the Indies. 
 

Into this new much changed and enlarged ‘liaison staff’ came the 
Maynard boys, Allan and Jack.  They and the rest of the newcomers 
adapted rapidly to life afloat.  I had recently been promoted to Sergeant 
in change of packstory and Quartermaster’s department, looking after 
everything from pencils and paper (lots of it) to uniforms and the 
maintenance thereof, including the weekly wash. 
 

Allan, the Maynard drafted to Quartermaster’s Stores, came to me 
straight after lunch on what was probably his first day at sea and asked, 
in that Queensland way: “Well, Sarge, what’s on this evenin’?”  A 
pause…  I replied: “I’m not sure what’s on tonight, but this arvo we’ve 
got to catalogue all these new uniforms and this mountain of 
stationery.” 
 

A further pause, then Allan said (acknowledging the differences between 
North and South): “Yeah, right, I’m with you, Sarge.”  And he was, 
from then on until that fateful switch from Oranje to Centaur. 
 

Sadly, both the Maynard boys, our lovely Sister Mary McFarlane and 
Red Cross Representative Darwin Clark were also among those lost on 
2/3 AHS Centaur. 
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Centaur Painting for  
Darebin RSL 

 
T h i s  p a i n t i n g ,  b y 
Melbourne portraiture artist 
Joe Zapp, commemorates 
local Centaur nurses Srs 
Alice O'Donnell, Eileen M. 
Rutherford, and Wendy 
(Jenny) Walker; the seaman 
is Martin Pash who was a 
regular at the Preston (now 
Darebin) RSL.  In the 

background are the other eight nurses who lost 
their lives.  The painting is part of the Australian 
War Heroes Project. 
 
For some 25 years, Joe Zapp was a professional 
portraiture artist working mainly with charities, 
sporting clubs and fundraising projects 
throughout Australia.  His role was to paint two 
large action based paintings live at a function, 
usually of a sporting hero or local personality; 
the paintings would then be auctioned on the 
night and the proceeds would be split between 
the organization holding the event and himself.  
 
But a health setback caused Joe to rethink his 
career, and following a discussion with Brigadier 
Neill Bavington of the Victoria Reserve Forces 
Day Council, he was instrumental in the 
production of the Victoria Cross Recipients 
Project which is currently touring. 
 

The Australian War Heroes Project 
 

Let Joe tell the story: 
“This project has come about by way of 
discussions I had with a number of family 
members of diggers.  Some of the stories were 
amazing, and it occurred to me that there are so 
many stories that will never be known by the 
general public, stories that are likely to be lost 
for ever, so I instigated the Australian War 
Heroes Project, with the intention of talking to 
as many groups as possible and trying to bring 
some level of permanence to the fact that these 
mainly unknown heroes played a role in making 
this country what it is. 
 
“I hope to accumulate around 100 paintings and 
stories and if the opportunity arises I will release 
a book.  If not I still find a huge level of 
sat isfact ion  in do ing th is work.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NMHS ‘Oranje’ 

 

Oranje medical staff.  One third of those photographed lost their lives on Centaur 



My father Earnest Ainslie 
Chapman was born at 
Hannam Vale, NSW, on 3 
December 1913.  His father, 
my grandfather James, was a 
farmer and I believe they 
worked their own farm. He 
had passed away long before I 
was able to meet him 
although I had met 
Grandmother Chapman a few 
times. She passed away when 
I was very young.  I 
remember her house it was 
just behind the Hannam Vale 
hall. 

 

I know that my father had a brother Joe and three sisters.  
Again I only met them in my younger days.  One of his 
sisters in later years resided at Port Macquarie and Mother 
kept in touch with her.  My mother had moved into the 
RSL village at Port Macquarie in her later years. 
 
My father enlisted on the 28 August 1940 at Newcastle and 
married my mother, Flora Belle McLeod, on the 6 August 
1942 whilst he was on leave in Sydney.  I was born on the 
13 July 1943, two months after the Centaur was sunk. 

 
From what my mother has told me they lived on part of 
the MacLeod property which had been given to my mother 
by her Aunt Tina MacLeod.  This property was a short 
distance from the Macleod property “Upsalls Creek”.  My 
father had been a labourer prior to his enlistment and had 
worked around the district.  My mother said they had a 
motor car but after his death it was sold because she did 
not have a licence to drive 
 
My mother moved back to Grandfather MacLeod’s 
property after dad was killed, and we remained there until I 
left home in 1963. I was always told by my relations that 
my father was a hard working, honest man.   I did not have 
a great deal to do with the Chapman side of the family but 
during my youth I spent a great deal of time with my 
cousin Vernon MacLeod.  He became more like the father 
I did not have; he was Mum’s first cousin and about the 
same age as my mother.  He taught me to ride, the ways of 
the bush, how to deal with cattle and, most of all, right 
from wrong.  He lived with his sister on his father’s 
property next to us, and neither of them married.   I spent 
most of my time with Vernon working with our own cattle. 
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Remembering 
Pte Earnest Ainsley Chapman, NX47389, 2/12th Field Ambulance 

 
A tribute by his son, Earnest Max Chapman, for the father he never knew. 

 I always asked my mother why she did not get married again 
as I missed having a father.  It was always sad for me when 
someone asked about my father and my reply was always: ‘I 
don’t have one; he was killed in the war’.  The answer she 
gave me was always the same: ‘No one would ever replace 
Earnie’. 
 
As far back as I can remember I never missed an ANZAC 
day service, and was always proud to wear my father’s 
medals. 
 
As I got older I asked my mother why Dad was in the 
medical corps.  She said he felt that he wanted to do the best 
he could for the wounded.  That was all I know. 
 
I joined the 2nd Battalion Royal New South Wales Regiment 
in 1961 and served 6 years. I was able during that time to be 
on the catafalque party at several ANZAC services; I felt 
that that was honouring my father as best I could. 
 
I always attempted to find someone who had known my 
father during his service but to no avail until I saw a letter 
from a woman asking if any one knew of survivors from the 
2/12th Field Ambulance.  I contacted her, and she gave me 
her father’s telephone number; his name was Ray Garthon. 
 

I made contact with him and asked him if he knew my 
father; he said he did and we had a long conversation.  I 
most likely phoned Ray weekly and we met in person for the 
first time at a ceremony at the AWM for the unveiling of a 
plaque to the 2/12th Field Ambulance in 2000.  I’m a pretty 
tough old bugger but I was reduced to tears; Ray was the 
same, so we found a quiet corner and talked. 
 
He said my father was his best mate and that my Dad said 
Ray was his little ray of sunshine. He filled in all the things I 
wanted to know, he said: “Your father was a good bloke, 
honest, and someone you could rely on.”   
 

The plaque in honour of Pte Earnest Chapman was placed in the 
Hannam Vale hall at the time of his death, but was only unveiled in a 
moving ceremony during the 80th anniversary celebrations of the 
hall in 2008 when Max met many people who had known his father. 
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Over the time we talked he told me about their service at 
Cowra and in Darwin at the time of the bombing.  Ray 
said “Don’t believe what was said about not many 
casualties—there were hundreds; I know because we 
tended them and buried them, and there were heaps.” 
 
One thing I regret was not fulfilling Ray’s wish that he and 
I march in the Sydney ANZAC Day March under the 
Centaur Banner.  To my great sorrow I left it too late, and 
ill health prevented it. 
 
Ray got in touch with my mother and she remembered 
him because he was in Sydney with my father when they 
were married. 
 

Ray carried a great guilt because when the 2/12th Field 
Ambulance was recalled from leave to sail on the Centaur 
he was unable to make it because of flooding; he was to 
join the ship later. He felt that he let his mates down 
because he was not with them when disaster struck. He 
said this many times especially when he was very ill and 
knew that he did not have much time left. 
 

When my mother passed away her wish was that her ashes 
be placed over the Centaur.  At that time I believed the 
Centaur lay off the coast at Point Danger on the Tweed.   I 
had a workmate who was in charge of the Water Police in 
NSW, and he arranged for us to be taken out off Point 
Danger to carry out my mother’s wish. Ray came with us 
and he had a memento that his sister had given him when 
he enlisted.  He said he carried it all through the war and 
asked if I wanted to have it, or would he let it sink with my 
mother’s ashes. I was most thankful, and it takes pride of 
place next to my father’s photo at home. 
 

As Ray’s health failed he was placed in a nursing home at 
Lismore.  I still kept in touch by phone and letter.  His 
wife Doris used to tell me that he had the letters beside 
him, and if she asked did he want to send them home the 
reply was: “leave them here.” After he passed away I still 
kept in touch with Doris and it wasn’t until then that she 
told me his name was Harry not Ray.  He would not tell 
me himself because my father called him Ray. 
 
When the HMAS Sydney was found I wrote to Prime 
Minister Rudd stating my case and who I was and asked if 
it would be possible to search for the Centaur.  I did not 
receive a reply, so I wrote again and pointed out that if he 
felt it was not important for a son to want to know the last 
resting place of the father he never knew, there was 
something wrong. 
 

After a long wait I received a reply from some public 
servant stating that because of the huge cost a search was 
not practical.  But in the end goodwill prevailed, and the 
Centaur was found off Moreton Island. 
 

I was lucky to be able to attend with my wife the at-Sea 
Service over the site of the Centaur on board HMAS 
Manoora on the 24 September 2010. 
 
What a moving service it was over the wreck, and to cast a 
wreath for my father into the sea. My only regret was that 
Harry “Ray” Garthon was not with us. 
 
I often think what my life would have been like had my 
father been alive.  Would I have stayed on the property? 
Would we have remained there?  Would he be proud of me 
and my service in the NSW Police? - and many other 
thoughts that I do not have an answer to. 
 
I joined the NSW Police in 1967 and worked in various 
stations in a variety of sections; I started in the Mounted 
Police then No 21 Special Squad, Special Traffic Patrol 
which is now Highway Patrol; General Duties; Criminal 
Investigation Branch; Drug Squad; Surveillance Section; 
Special Weapons; and Operations. I then went with a 
Federal Government Section and investigated among other 
matters Italian Organised Crime. I retired in 1998 and 
opened a Security Business in NSW, ACT and QLD.  Both 
my daughters worked at various times in the operation. 
  
I carried out this employment in the manner I believed my 
father would have been proud of because I always believed 
him to be an honest, trustworthy, hard working man and 
that is the way I followed in my lifetime. 
 
For most of my life I have thought of my father, and still do. 
Maybe we should forgive but we should never forget, 
however I will never forget nor will I ever forgive. 
 
I have been retired for some time but one of my proudest 
moments now is on each ANZAC day I lead the march at 
Glass House Mountains on one of my horses carrying the 
Australian flag and as well as my own medals, I wear my 
father’s medals. 

I thank God for 
sending Ray 
Garthon to find me, 
and for the comfort 
he gave to me and 
my family.  He was 
to me a great 
gentleman, and he 
confirmed to me 
what I had always 
believed my father to 
be.  I wish everyone 
had a Ray Garthon 
in their lives. 

Max on his trusty steed can be seen leading  
the Glass House Mountains March on any 

ANZAC Day. 
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Doctor Roderick (Dick) Clarke 
Johnston on the left with his younger 
brother Leo, in Air Force uniform, 

sometime in 1940 when they both were 
in Sydney. 

Barely five weeks after the death of her brother, Captain 
Dick Johnston on the Centaur, Esther Johnston, was 
born in Mossman far North Queensland on 24 June 
1943 to Bill and his second wife, Val.  
 
She was always known as Susie.  She had a gentle 
manner and enjoyed life on the family farm ‘Drumsara’.  
Her father Bill was grief-stricken around the time she 
was born. He had recently learned of the loss of his son 
Leo, shot down over the English Channel whilst serving 
as Navigator on a Wellington bomber, and not very long 
after that on 14 May 1943 another son, Dick, a doctor on 
board the Centaur was also lost. Just over a month later 
Susie entered the world.  Big Bill as he was often known 
died when Susie was eight years old. 
 
The Johnston family of Mossman was typical during 
WW2, with several sons volunteering to join the AIF.  
 
They were among the pioneers that opened up the 
Mossman and Douglas Shire area in the early 1880s. 
These Irish born men from Kilrea in County Derry came 
from Bundaberg where Samuel, Susie’s grandfather had a 
thriving sawmill and sugar plantation. His older brother 
John, a former timber-getter selected the adjacent 
property called Mango Park. 
 
Dick Johnston was one of  five sons, two of whom died 
of illness early in life; his twin brother Bob worked on 
the family farm as did their younger brother Leo. It was 
an enormous feat for a young man from the remote far 
north of Queensland to complete his secondary 
education and then to  venture to Sydney to study 
medicine at the University of Sydney, graduating at the 
age of 25 in 1940.    
 
Dick, as Roderick was known, upon graduating became a 
Resident at the Royal North Shore Hospital in Sydney.  
 
From Dick’s Service record it appears he became a 
Reservist in July 1940, quite probably before completing 
his Residency.  On 23  July 1940 he was appointed 
Captain (prov.) within the Australian Army Medical 
Corps but had not at the time been called up or 
mobilised. That occurred on 1 February 1941 being 
mobilised to AAMC Training Depot, Liverpool.  
 
 

Remembering 
 

Captain Roderick (Dick) Johnston NX76465, 2/12th Field Ambulance.  
 

and his sister, the late Esther (Susie) Stafford 1943-2014. 
 

A Tribute to Dick and Susie by Susie’s husband, Alan Stafford. 

Shortly after, he was 
transferred to the 119 
Au s t r a l i an  G en e r a l 
Hospital in the Adelaide 
River region near Darwin.  
The hut encampment had 
a hospital bed capacity of 
42 patients. Dick’s record 
notes he was taken on 
strength on 20 October 
1941, being seconded 
from 119 AGH.  
  
Dick was there during the 
first Japanese bombing 
raid on 19 February 1942.  
It was in October 1941 
while he was working in 
Darwin that he was 
Commissioned into the 23 
Brigade, 8 Company 
Australian Army Service 
Corps (AASC) .  

The 2/12th Field Ambulance was placed in support of this 
Brigade.  From gatherings from his Log book or personal 
notes, initially he was a Resident Medical Officer with the Unit 
in Adelaide River until November 1942 when he was 
transferred to the 2/12th Field Ambulance. However from my 
interpretation of the abbreviations within his record, the 
Ambulance unit may have worked with the 140 General 
Transport Company from time to time.   
 
The record then indicated he ceased to be seconded to the 8 
Coy AASC and went from the Northern Territory Lines of 
Communication by train to NSW Lines of Communication or 
Military Administration Area to rejoin the 2/12th Field 
Ambulance on 18 January 1943.  
 
It must have been a tedious trip as he notes on 12th February:  
disembarking from the train in Townsville from Cairns on 12 
February, to reboard to venture to NSW the following day.  
Just what he did then for some weeks we do not know, 
however his Log shows he was back with the 2/12th Field 
Ambulance on 7 March 1943, and serving as Medical Officer. 
 



Centaur Model 
 

Following the story in our last newsletter about the gift of 
a Centaur model which contained some inaccuracies and 
was a little the worse for its adventures with Australia 
Post, we are pleased to report that the model was 
renovated by three Year 5 boys at Macksville Public 
School; some of the inaccuracies were corrected and the 
rigging was painstakingly restored.  The model was then 
displayed with the story of Macksville’s doctor, Captain 
B. F. Hindmarsh, at the Macksville RSL, in conjunction 
with the unveiling of the new War Memorial on the 
banks of the Nambucca River at Macksville in October 
2014. 

 

Susie Stafford at the National 
Service of Thanksgiving and 
Remembrance in St. John’s  
Cathedral in Brisbane on 2 
March 2010. She is wearing 
miniatures of Dr. Roderick 
Johnston’s medals. 
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Welcome 
 

We welcome Jasper Tobias Rex Leask, born to 
Jeremy and Cassie Leask, 22 December 2014. 
 
Great grandnephew of Ptes Harold, Henry and 
Alexander Leask, 2/12th FA, whose story was 
presented at the AWM Centaur Commemorations 
2014, and featured in our November 2014 Newsletter. 

L.  This exhibit told the family story of a 
WW1 digger: on the trunk is his story and in 

the foliage made from crumpled crepe 
paper are the names of all his descendants. 

R. A diorama of the Landing at 
Gallipoli. 

Centaur boys with their 
display  

(L-R)  Ayden Miles,  
Brody Schmidt and  

Rory Partington. 

As history has noted the 149 men of the 2/12th Field 
Ambulance along with its attachment of 44 men of the 
Australian Army Service Corps (AASC) joined Centaur late 
on Tuesday 11 May 1943, one day prior to the departure on 
this final voyage.  
 
It is ironic that the destination was Cairns, only 60km from 
Dick’s home, and that the 2/12th Field Ambulance was to 
disembark there en route to the Atherton Tablelands where 
his twin brother Bob, the only brother to survive the war, was 
stationed with his Division after being involved in the 
Kokoda Track battle. 
 

Susie (Johnston) Stafford 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From 2006 Susie suffered a serious decline in her health, 
diagnosed with early onset dementia.  She battled valiantly 
to retain her health, only for breast cancer to be diagnosed 
in late 2012.  Despite a mastectomy and radiation treatment 
it was found to have metastisized and her health declined 
steadily. She passed away in her home on Friday 5 
September 2014, with her husband and daughters by her 
side to the end. 
 
A tragic tale as Susie was the last of the Johnstons, a 
pioneering family in the Queensland sugar industry.  
 
Susie is now with her brothers, mother, father, and sister 
Elizabeth. I trust her God has her within his protecting fold. 
I have lost my love but will never forget her and all the 
incredible things she made of our life together. May her 
memory be a blessing for us all. 

Alan Stafford 

Susie studied Physiotherapy at 
the University of Queensland.  
After graduating she worked 
for some years at Townsville 
General Hospital, ultimately 
becoming the in-Charge 
Physio. 
 
Europe called and in her early 
twenties she ventured forth.  
She worked in hospitals in 
London and Ireland, the latter 
when she went to visit the last 
surviving Johnston. 
 
That was where we met. We 
married back in Mossman in 
1968. We have two daughters, 
Sarah and Alexandra. 

 

The printed edition of this Newsletter has been generously donated by Macksville (NSW) Public School as a community service.  
Captain Hindmarsh (lost) and the family of Pte Eric Taylor (saved) were residents of Macksville at the time of the sinking. 

These exhibits will join others from various Nambucca 
Valley schools in a display at Bowraville where the whole 
Valley will converge on ANZAC Day to commemorate 
the centenary of the Gallipoli landing. 
 

Thank you to Steve Jones for donating the model of the 
Centaur. 
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OUR RATIONALE 
 

To honour those who gave their 
lives on 2/3 AHS Centaur. 
 

To provide a  mea ns of 
communication for Survivors, 
Descendants, Relatives, Friends  
& Organizations  interested in 2/3 
AHS Centaur 
 

To help the healing process which 
for many  still continues. 
 

To ensure that the memory never 
fades, and the facts are not 
fo r g o t t e n  b y s u c c e e d i n g 
generations.  
 

To turn a tragedy into a triumph, 
and to foster a  peaceful and 
forward-looking attitude. 

Disclaimer:- 
 

The views expressed in this 
Newsletter do not necessarily reflect 
the official policy of  2/3 AHS 
Centaur Association Inc.  All care is 
taken to check details reproduced in 
these pages but no responsibility is 
taken for inaccuracies.  Please let the 
editor know if incorrect details have 
been published so they can be 
rectified as soon as possible.  All 
contributions are welcome. Copyright 
remains with the authors, and 
anything quoted from this Newsletter 
should include names of both the 
author (when given) and the 
newsletter. 

Last Post 
 
 
Joan Williams, daughter of Cpl Maurice 
Williams, SMS,  8 April 2014. 
 
Desiree Moore, wife of Bob Moore, 
‘Oranje’ veteran, 3 Sept 2014. 
 
Susie Stafford, sister of Capt Roderick 
(Dick) Johnston, 2/12 FA,  5 Sept 2014. 
 
Judith Holland, daughter-in-law of  
Major Llondha Holland, SMS,  
17 January 2015. 
 
Melda  Clegg, daughter-in-law of Pte Percy 
Clegg, SMS, 25 February 2015. 

Let us remember the Centaur - a vessel of mercy on the turbulent waters of a world at war. 

Notice of 2015 AGM 
 

Our AGM will be held at 2 Laughton 
Court, Altona Meadows,  Melbourne, on 1 
August 2015 commencing at 7pm. 
  
The Minutes of the previous Annual 
General Meeting will be  read and 
confirmed. The financial report for the 
year to 30 June 2015 is to be presented 
and received.  
 
A new committee will be elected. The 
current executive and committee members 
will stand again, and having been 
nominated and seconded they will be 
elected unanimously unless other 
nominations are received by 1 July, 2015.   
 
Any suggestions from members for the 
Association’s goals for 2016 are also 
required to be received before 1 July 2015.  
 
To ensure the future of the Association, it 
is necessary to involve the next generation 
in the management.  The ‘Old Guard’ will 
one day fade away, and we don’t want the 
Association to go with it.  If any younger 
members are interested in assisting with 
the administration, the committee would 
be pleased to hear from them. 

 Haultain Memorial Park at 
Ingleburn, NSW 

 

The park was dedicated by the new 
Governor of NSW, General Hurley, 
who unveiled a plaque and laid a 
wreath. 
 

The park includes a low wall depicting 
on one side the names of all 
Australian VC recipients, and on the 
other, panels remembering the Light 
Horse Units of WW1.   
 

Association representative Reg 
Bonney from Ingleburn RSL showed 
our president Richard Jones and his 
wife, Margaret, the wall where 
Ingleburn residents who died on the 
Centaur are remembered on brass 
plates in the memorial garden.  

AWM Last Post Ceremony 
 

At the close of each day at the AWM the flag 
is lowered and the Last Post played. 
 

Since the inception of Dr Brendan Nelson as 
Director, this little ritual has been expanded 
into a full ceremony remembering and 
honouring those who gave their lives in 
wartime.  Each evening someone from the 
Honour Roll is profiled and their story told. 
 

We have secured 14 May 2015 for a Centaur-
specific Last Post, the story of the Centaur 
plus the role of hospital ships will be told to a 
much larger audience, and a Centaur casualty 
featured to represent all those who served 
and died on Centaur. 
 

We hope to secure 14 May in subsequent 
years, and welcome suggestions from anyone 
who would like their Centaur person 
featured.   
 

The AWM is keen for us to make it 
known that anyone can book a Last Post 
Ceremony on any date.  Many people take 
advantage of this opportunity to get whole 
families together to remember their war dead, 
and contribute to their story. 
 

The Last Post Ceremony is so popular that 
bookings need to be made well in advance. 

 


