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NEWSLETTER MAY 2010
2010 MAY MEMORIAL SERVICE TIMES
Please note change of date at some locations
Brisbane, Qld
Friday 14th May 2010 at 11am, St Andrew’s Anglican Church,
673 Lutwyche Rd Lutwyche 4030. Guest speaker: Capt John
Foley, fresh from the search. Refreshments in the Church Hall.
R.S.V.P. by 4th May to Miss Pixie Annat, P.O. Box 68, Kelvin
Grove 4059, or email PAnnat@stlukesnursing.org.au.
T.S.Centaur cadets in attendance. Parking is available on site.

Caloundra, Qld
Friday 14 May 11am at the Memorial in Centaur Park.
The Service will include the laying of individual flowers at each
commemorative plaque by schoolchildren on behalf of relatives.
Guest Speaker Colonel Wendy Taylor. Music by Australian Army
Band. Refreshments at Caloundra RSL.

Concord, Sydney
Wednesday 12 May 2010 at 10 30 am 113 AGH. Memorial
Chapel, Concord Hospital. RSVP 3 May 2010 to
Melissa.Puglisi@email.cs.nsw.gov.au or 9767 5256.

Point Danger, Qld
Friday 14 May 2010 11am at the Memorial (weather permitting
otherwise in the assembly hall at Centaur Primary School
Eucalyptus Drive Banora Point). The Service is conducted by the
students of the school and includes presentation of the
Hindmarsh Medal for Endeavour. RSVP 07 5524 9655

Melbourne, Vic.
Sunday 16 May 2010 9am in the ANZAC Memorial Chapel,
Heidelberg Repatriation Hospital, entry via Gate 9 with
unrestricted parking Enquiries Robert Winther (03) 9496 2324.
Refreshments will be served at the Darebin RSL Sub-Branch at
402 Bell Street, Preston.

Canberra ACT Inaugural Service
Friday 14 May 2010 2pm. Assemble in the forecourt of the Hall
of Memory for a ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier,
followed by placing of poppies on names on the Honour Roll. A
one hour tour of the galleries by volunteer guides will end at the
Landing Place Café, Refreshments at own expense. RSVP Ted
Leask (02) 6258 0566 (H), Mobile 0423 688 007, email ted@touchedbydisability.com.au by Friday 07 May.
Let us know if and when you are attending Services and we will
ask Association members to look out for you. 02 6564 8404 or
jthomas4@activ8.net.au Please make yourself and your
Centaur connection known to organizers or our wreath-layer.

Editor: Jan Thomas
02 6564 8404

CENTAUR LOCATED AT LAST
There would hardly be a reader not aware that the
Centaur was finally located on 20 December 2009.
Because of David Mearns’ expertise, his long and
meticulous research, and the advanced equipment he
brought to the search, Centaur was found relatively
quickly within one nautical mile of where the surviving
navigator, Gordon Rippon,
estimated it to be.
Photographic evidence leaves no doubt that this is indeed
the last resting place of the Centaur. The mystery, if ever
it were a mystery, has been solved.
Knowing where our loved ones lie, and being able to
mark their grave with a plaque in place of a headstone,
knowing that there can be no further false claims, and
that Centaur can finally be properly protected, brings
great comfort and peace to relatives and friends.
We don’t expect ‘closure’. There will always be a gap in
our lives, an empty chair, a vacant place. Centaur has
shaped our lives and is part of who we are; but knowing
its location and having the nation stop to honour its
sacrifice is a huge step forward in the healing process.
Old wounds heal, but the scars remain, a constant though
fading reminder of an immutable past. We accept what
we can’t change, we come to terms with it, we learn to
manage it, we get on with our lives, but Centaur is always
there, lurking around the edges of our consciousness.
Every positive step, though, is a step forward.
But the discovery brings closure of a different sort. It
closes a chapter in Australia’s military history; it closes a
chapter in Queensland’s maritime history, and it closes a
chapter in the Centaur’s own story. It is therefore a
cause for celebration and thanksgiving as well as
remembrance.
The National Service of Thanksgiving and Remembrance
on 2 March at St John’s Cathedral in Brisbane was wellnamed, and provided that balance that enabled those of
us who were able to attend with an opportunity to
honour those who were lost, to look back in
remembrance on their lives, and to look forward to the
future with thanksgiving for the freedom that cost so
much.
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A letter (edited) from Mimi Lewis, daughter of Darwin Clark,
Red Cross Representative on Centaur.

WE HAVE MOVED!!!
Our new address is:

Dear Jan,
and the many others who were instrumental in finding the Centaur,
David Mearns included…
If it weren’t for you people we would still be in the dark. Now we
have photographic evidence of just where our majestic ‘old girl’
lies. She meant so much to all those people aboard, and what a
thrill to hear our survivor, Mr Pash, address the congregation.
I felt very strongly that our dear ones who lost their lives, were
with us in spirit.
And what a magnificent memorial Service in Brisbane’s stunning
Cathedral. I loved the primary children from the Centaur school
and the older choir who represented our young people who will
carry a host of memories of March 2nd 2010 into the next half
century.
I was very proud of you as you went forward to lay a wreath, and
very grateful that I was able to have a few words!! … (While I was
speaking with you), my son David spoke with Mr Rudd who wrote
a ‘family message’ on our Service booklet.
I thought Kevin Rudd’s words were very telling: “It was a vessel of
mercy sunk without mercy…” and “The Centaur brought out the
best in humanity and the worst in humanity”.
I’m sitting here at my dining table, devoting myself to all the happy
memories I brought home. Watching the photographs of those on
board played an important part, when we finally saw the father
we’d been waiting for, looking as he did all those years ago.
There are a few daisies on the table—a fitting
memento from the wreath at the back of the
Cathedral. The white daisy with the green centre.
I’ll try to strike it.
Loving thoughts and loads of thanks,
Mimi Lewis.
Mimi Lewis and her sister, Rosemary Brown, each escorted by a
son, made the long trip from South Australia supported by the
Red Cross Society for whom their father had been the
representative on both NMHS Oranje and 2/3 AHS Centaur, and
under whose flag both ships plied their mission of mercy. We
missed seeing Rosemary because the Red Cross had whisked her
off for a sit-down lunch! But we saw her on TV and enjoy her
letters and phone calls.

P.O. Box 296 Bowraville NSW 2449
Telephone: (02) 6564 8404
Email: jthomas4@activat8.net.au, or
jthomas@centaur.org.au
THE JEWISH COMMUNITY
REMEMBERS
At The Great Synagogue, Sydney, a Centaur
Memorial Service was held on 24 April 2010,
remembering specifically W/O Norman Lesnie
and Major ‘Dick’ Sender, and the 266 medical
and merchant marine personnel who perished
with them. Richard Jones and Jan Thomas
represented the Association.
REFLECTIONS FROM CALOUNDRA
by Erica Costigan

What an amazing few months for Centaur
folk. I’ll never forget the day the wreck was
located – a day filled with such a mixture of
emotions. Local media contacted us soon after
8am, and we spent the morning at Centaur Park
with Keith Clegg, Max Chapman and his family,
as well as TV, ABC radio and newspaper
reporters. Then in the New Year came the
AMAZING underwater photos – a wonderful
result – and the gratitude of many must go to
David Mearns and his colleagues.
What a wonderful day for all of us at St John’s
Cathedral in Brisbane on March 2nd. Such a
lovely ceremony and so well attended by
dignitaries, organizations and supporters of the
many Centaur families.
At long last, the Centaur story has received
appropriate acknowledgement from all Australia
and from the highest levels of our government –
National, Federal and State.
.

Their father, Darwin Clark, was a WW1 veteran invalided out with
an injury that precluded his enlisting in WW2, so he offered his
services to the nation through the Red Cross, and gave his life in
doing so..
When we were preparing his story for publication Rosemary
donated their published family history, and we were very keen to
meet the daughters of this remarkable man.

Discovery Day at Caloundra 20-12-2009.
Max Chapman (Pte E Chapman 2/12th FA) and
Keith Clegg (Pte Percy Clegg, SMS) and families
with Erica and Bryan Costigan at Centaur Park
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THE NATIONAL SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING AND REMEMBRANCE
FOR CENTAUR AT ST JOHN’S CATHEDRAL, BRISBANE 2 MARCH 2010
Messages of thanks and congratulations have been
pouring in, and we are touched by your gratitude, and
encouraged by the fact that the Service meant so much to
so many, but we must give credit where credit is due, and
pass on your thanks to those who put the Service together
so well and in such an incredibly short time.
Initially we thought we may have to do it ourselves and
with contributions and suggestions from our members we
drew up a draft Order of Service.
But, as with the search itself, responsibility for organizing
the Service was undertaken by the Premier’s Department
of the Queensland Government, and in consultation with
the Dean of St John’s Cathedral, the Very Reverend Peter
Catt, and the five stakeholders.
We are one of the five stakeholders, recognized by the
Government as a very important stakeholder as we are the
next of kin. Our draft was passed to the Dean for
consideration in drawing up the Order of Service, and we
were consulted at every step of the way.
Many of our ideas were used, and others adapted to a
different though equally effective use. Other stakeholders
have also expressed their gratitude for they way their
concerns and wishes were considered.
The stakeholders were:
Defence, because Centaur was an Army ship, it was their
hymn that we sang to the tune of Waltzing Matilda,
The Centaur Association as next-of-kin,
The RSL, because veterans feel an acute responsibility for
honouring those of their numbers who didn’t return,
The Centaur Memorial Fund for Nurses, who have been
honouring Centaur nurses since the end of the War, and
The Naval Association, because the Navy rules the waves
in wartime, and also represents the Merchant Navy.
Each of these stakeholders laid a wreath, and each lit a
candle. Our candle-lighter was Mr Keith Clegg, a
Queensland resident and member of the Caloundra
Centaur Community, who lost his father, Pte Percy
Clegg.
We wanted youth represented in keeping with one of the
points of our Rationale, and put forward the students of
Centaur Primary School who did such a magnificent job
offering individual flowers, for placement on the empty
wreaths inside the Cathedral door, and reading so
evocatively and with such decorum the names of those
who lost their lives.

We also put forward the choir of Brisbane Girls
Grammar School and the pipes of the Brisbane Boys
College who regularly feature in the annual Brisbane
Service but communications broke down with the Boys’
College and they weren’t able to participate. The Cadets of
T S Centaur at Maleny, honorary members of the
Association, were to provide a Guard of Honour at the
Cathedral door and hand wreaths to the wreath-layers, but
they were weatherbound on their mountain and we missed
them.
We also missed, and were bitterly disappointed, that Mrs
Joan Fisher, veteran of NMHS Oranje who lost 18
colleagues on Centaur was not well enough to fly to
Brisbane to recite the Ode. Many people have asked after
Joan, and we are pleased to report that she is now well, and
very involved in organizing the ANZAC Day reunion.
This section of the Service was done the Army way, and
since we couldn’t find a member of Joan’s significance to
Centaur we passed the Ode back to the Army. We were
grateful that Major Arthur Dugdale who has kept in close
contact with us through the search and planning for the
Service was able to step into the breach. Joan would have
been proud of his recitation.
We asked that the Service should be multi-faith, not just
ecumenical, and were encouraged when told by the Dean
that the Cathedral is passionate about inclusiveness. We
were pleased that the Archbishop gave reference to this
aspect, mentioning in particular that amongst those who
lost their lives were two Jews and a Unitarian. The Act of
Commitment was read by Mr Ari Heber representing the
Jewish Community, Bishop Brian Finnigan represented
the Catholic Archbishop of Brisbane. Also in attendance
were members of the Buddhist and Hindu communities.
That wonderful slideshow was the work of Hugh O’Brien
from the Premier’s Media Department. We enjoyed
working closely with Hugh and his team in gathering
photos and checking names—and were pleased to meet
him during the interview session after the Service. There
were hours of painstaking work by the Premier’s
Department in producing the magnificent Order of Service
booklet. Though it meant the burning of much midnight
oil for us, we were privileged to be part of it all.
This is just the bare bones of the Service. As so many of
our members have said, words can’t describe either the
Service itself or the feelings it evoked in those who were
privileged to be able to attend. A Service that brought us
close to those we lost, speeches that were so sensitive to
our needs, an opportunity to come together with so many
people who share our experience - the stuff of many
comforting memories for years to come.
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FREDERICK LEWIS FORTIER, NX57176, and ALAN DAVID FORTIER , QX10058
2/12th Field Ambulance
by Pam Gilbert, daughter of Fred and niece of Alan
In October he was sent to Darwin as part of the 2/25th
Battalion. In February 1941 the Battalion returned to
Brisbane and, after two weeks leave, embarked from
Sydney for the Middle East. I am not sure where he
served, but letters were sent from Alexandria in Egypt.
He returned to Australia in March 1942 and this was
when his brother Fred “claimed” him, and he joined the
2/12th Field Ambulance in Darwin.

My Fortier ancestors left France in the 18th century and
settled in Jamaica. via Great Britain. The family became
planters and travelled frequently between Jamaica and
Britain.
In the early 1840’s, following the abolition of slavery, my
g.g.g. grandparents, Augustus Rafe Fortier and his wife
Elizabeth, moved to London, with their three children,
William Augustus, Elizabeth and Robert. Augustus obtained employment with the Royal Mail as a special delivery person, within the City of London.
About 1850 William decided to migrate to Australia and
obtained employment in Sussex Street, Sydney, as a
draper and for the next few generations the family lived
in Sussex Street or Pyrmont Bridge Road.
My grandparents, Frederick Augustus Fortier and Mabel
Williams had their first two children in Pyrmont, my father Frederick Lewis and his brother Leslie. Alan David
and three daughters were all born after the family moved
to Campsie. When the three boys were teenagers, the
family moved again, this time to Cronulla, and this is
where my father met my mother, Elsie Myers, the eldest
girl in a family of ten - seven boys, three girls.
My father was a very quiet person and did not outwardly
show emotion. His passion was trucks, and all he wanted
to do was drive and tinker with trucks. He was employed
by his best mate who owned trucks but, because Australia
was still coming out of the Depression, the work was not
always constant.
My uncle Bub (Alan) on the other hand, was very outgoing, he loved to party and he loved to sing. He used to
teach me to sing duets with him “Little Sir Echo, how do
you do, hello . . .” was definitely on the top of my fouryear-old hit parade.
Uncle Bub was working in Queensland when he decided
to enlist in Toowoomba in June 1940.
He then was
marched to the Receiving Depot at Enoggera, and from
there he went to Caloundra for training.

My father Fred enlisted in the Army in July 1940, and was
attached to the 2/12th Field Ambulance in November.
He arrived in Darwin in April 1941 and was then
appointed to the Specialist Trade Group to be trained as
a Maintenance Fitter, which he completed at the end of
1942. He spent nearly two years in Darwin, returning to
NSW on 6th February, 1943.
During this time I received regular letters from Darwin,
in the form of drawings (I was only four in 1942) and
these drawings were also contributed to by any of his
mates. Some of them are signed and some aren’t. Even
one of the officers (Lt S B Westthorp) drew me a letter
and signed it. All these men were lost.
On returning to NSW, the
unit was based at Corrimal
on the NSW South Coast
and was just a train ride away
from us, as Cronulla is 20
miles south of Sydney, so he
was able to get home nearly
every week.
We usually
knew when he was coming
and would be waiting at the
gate for him.
After the sinking of the Hospital Ship “Centaur”, the
practice of brothers claiming brothers was discontinued.
Eight sets of brothers, including a family of three, were
lost on the “Centaur”.
The “Centaur” was torpedoed by enemy action on 14th
May, 1943. On the morning that the telegrams arrived,
my grandparents received theirs for Uncle Bub first,
delivered by the telegram boy. As we had no inkling that
they were leaving Australia, my grandparents
misunderstood the telegram and thought he had had an
accident at the camp.
My youngest aunt Doreen, aged 16, came running
through our back door and said to Mum: “Come quickly.
Bubby’s been drowned”.
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We ran approx. two miles to my grandparents’ house
(I was suspended between the two of them as they ran)
and my mother tried to comfort them.
Eventually she said she should return home as, if there
had been an accident, Fred would be trying to contact
her. When we got back to our street, our parish priest
was waiting at the gate for my mother. I stood there
and listened as he told her exactly what had happened.
There were quite a number of young men from the
Cronulla area on the ship; the telegram boy became so
traumatized delivering the telegrams that they had to
call in the churches to help with deliveries. It was
about two hours between my grandparents receiving
theirs and my mother receiving her telegram.
The day after the second telegram arrived, my mother
received a letter from my father saying that he had
tried to get home the previous weekend and had
missed the train. It is a very loving letter and he must
have known he was leaving Australia but was not
allowed to say so.
My mother made several trips into the city to try to
find out what had happened but the Authorities would
not tell her anything. When the survivors started to
come home, one of them, from Cronulla, knew my
father and mother. He told Mum that Fred had been
on the deck next to him when he was about to jump,
but Bub wasn’t on deck so he turned back into the
ship to find him. This was when the secondary
explosion occurred (the fuel tanks blew up) and the
ship went down immediately. The time between the
torpedo hitting and the ship sinking was three minutes.
After things had settled down a bit, my mother
decided she needed to find work and she obtained a
position with the ATO as a clerk in the City.
However, there were no child care centres in those
days and I had not commenced school. My paternal
grandparents were not able to help, and my maternal
grandmother (a widow) still had four teenagers at
home.
Near where we lived was a small private school, run by
two elderly sisters, who taught grades 1 to 3. They had
about twenty pupils and they agreed to take me as a
boarder. Mum took me there every Sunday night and
tucked me up, and then collected me again after work
on Fridays. They were really lovely, taught me my
early lessons, taught me to play croquet, the brownies
used their gardens after school and I was always
welcome to join in. In later years I used to tell people
she put me into “boarding kindergarten’. But it was
quite a happy place for me.

At the end of the War my mother remarried and my
stepfather took us to his home town of Darwin; we were one
of the first families to return there after the War. We lived
on the Quarantine Station, about 15 miles out of the town,
and Mum taught me by correspondence for a few years until
I finally started school in Grade 5.
I joined the 2/3 AHS Centaur Association about three years
ago. This Association has been very active in promoting the
search for Centaur, and the
morning it was found, Sunday,
20th December, 2009, was fairly
emotional. My mother had wanted
it just to be left in peace, but
knowing that it has been found I
am pleased that it is now an
official War Grave. In January, I
attended a debrief at the
Queensland Executive Building
where David Mearns and others
from the search team explained
how they had found it and why
they searched where they did, and
we were shown many underwater
photos of the ship that had not previously been published.
The cameras had done a thorough search of all parts of the
ship and its surrounds, without actually intruding into the
ship, and also showed how the plaque had been placed
without damage to the hull. It was a very roller-coaster
afternoon emotionally.
On Tuesday, 2nd February, the
National Service of Thanksgiving
and Remembrance at St John’s
Cathedral in Brisbane was also an
emotional experience. With the
leaders of the whole country in
attendance, the Nation had
paused to remember the Centaur.
Pam Gilbert, daughter of Pte
Fred, niece of Pte Alan Fortier

STOP PRESS
As we go to print, it is with deep regret we have to
inform you of the passing on 11 April 2010, of survivor
Mattie Morris of the Centaur’s crew. Mattie had been
in a nursing home for several years, and his passing is
another loss for all of us. He had good days and bad
days. Martin Pash and Billie reported at the Cathedral
that they had just had a good visit with him. He was
alert, aware and pleased to see them.
Our thoughts and prayers are with his family. We hope
to have Mattie’s story ready for our next Newsletter.
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PTE LEONARD (LEN) JOHN HENRY SALMON
NX71768, 2/12th Field Ambulance
by Robert Horn, grandson
Len was born on 13th December 1912 at Dawes Point, Sydney, NSW, to John Henry
Salmon and Florence Alexandria Salmon (nee Aubin). He was the eldest of five
children. They lived in the family home at Gowrie Avenue, Punchbowl, NSW. His
younger siblings were Florence, Garnet, Dorothy and Joyce.
Len worked as a Process Engraver (Wet Plate Photographer) up until the date he
enlisted with the AIF at Paddington, NSW on the 24th March 1941. He was assigned
to the Australian Army Medical Corp, in the AIF 2/12th Field Ambulance Corp. His
initial training and service saw him located at Holsworthy army camp, Liverpool,
Cowra and Darwin before finally joining the AHS Centaur en route to New Guinea
with the 2/12th.

Pte Len Salmon 2/12th FA

The Salmon family suffered a great loss with the sacrifice of two of their beloved
children to the protection of this country and its people.
Len’s sister, Florence (Poppy) Aubin Salmon (b. 20 October 1915 – NFX70991), a
nursing Sister with the 6/10th Australian General Field Hospital was killed in the
massacre by the Japanese at Banka Island, Malaya on 16th February 1942 (aged 26),
following her evacuation from Singapore aboard the vessel Vyner Brooke.
His younger brother, Garnet (Garny) Cyril Noel Salmon (b. 30 April 1914) also served
in World War II and was spared.
On the 24th April 1937 at Punchbowl NSW, Len married Mona Margaret Ryan.

Len and Mona 1938

They had to four beautiful children:
Dorothy Ellen RYAN, b.15 July 1933, d.19 June 1935
Keith Francis SALMON, b.26 October 1938
Ruth Margaret SALMON, b.27 May 1941
Raymond Arthur SALMON, b.12 November 1943, d.29 December 1975
During his early life, Len was an active member of the St. John Ambulance
Brigade and regularly attended local football matches in that capacity.
Len and a mate of his also had a banana plantation at Murwillumbah NSW,
which he used to visit by riding his (somewhat unreliable) motorbike all the way
from Sydney. It was his ambition to build a family home there when the war was
over. Sadly, his dream would never be realised.

National Memorial Service
Mementos
A limited number of DVDs of the Service has
been made and are available to Association
members. Those who contributed photos or
were interviewed will receive a copy direct from
the Premier’s Office.
If you would like to go on a list for a copy of
the DVD from the Association please let the
Secretary know by 31 May 2010.
jthomas@centaur.org.au or (02) 6564 8404.
Extra copies of the Order of Service Booklet
are also available.

Ruth (far left), Ray (2nd from left) and
Keith (2nd from right) - 1945

CENTAUR PRIMARY SCHOOL
REMEMBERS...
The school held a special Commemorative Service in the
Assembly hall on Friday 12th February, conducted with
their usual aplomb by the students themselves. The Centaur had
been found while they were on holidays and the children returned in
great excitement.
Survivor Martin Pash answered prepared questions, Srs Mary and
Frances Moran, and Br Greg Moran spoke of how the news of
the Centaur’s sinking affected their family, and Association
Secretary, Jan Thomas told the story of the Plaque, its purpose, its
creation and the laying of it on the deck of the Centaur. Steve
Webb from the Queensland Premier’s Department was in
attendance, as were both new and well-known Centaur families.
A temporary mini memorial plaque was laid in a special garden by
Martin Pash and Jan Thomas.
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THE PLAQUE FOR 2/3 AHS CENTAUR
We had three purposes in wanting By the end of the week the plaque was
Centaur found. We wanted the on its way to Brisbane, and on 10 Janucomfort and peace of knowing where ary it was handed over to the Army in
those we lost lie; to ensure that their the person of Major Arthur Dugdale.
gravesite can be properly protected,
and to put an end to all false claims.
It went to sea on the Seahorse Spirit, to be placed beside
the Centaur—now that she is properly protected not only
We have found our grave, and we have marked it with a can nothing be taken from her, nothing can be placed on her
plaque Its coordinates are registered and set in cement, either. And then we struck a snag. A trial plaque sank in
and can never be changed again.
the mud. We had a frantic phone call seeking our approval
We owe a huge debt of gratitude to both Federal and to ask the Minister for permission to place the plaque on
Queensland State Governments for bringing this about, to the deck, and only 24 hours for the Minister to grant that
David Mearns for his expertise and sensitivity, and to all request. Like the headstone on a grave, our plaque now
who heeded our wishes that the search would be on a rests on the Centaur.
‘look but not touch’ basis. Not even the cameras
IN MEMORY OF SHIPMATES,
breached the sanctity of the site; any interior shots were
RELATIVES, COLLEAGUES AND
from a camera outside.
FRIENDS WHO PAID THE
Our part in it was to provide the plaque by way of a
headstone to mark the grave. The Plaque has it own
story.
We were fortunate that our president Richard is an
engineer and had some idea of where to begin, what
materials would withstand pressure at great depths, and
how to embed a CD that wouldn’t float off as soon as it
hit the water. To Richard goes the thanks for many
sleepless nights and much burning of midnight oil.
Many members enthusiastically responded to the
invitation to submit messages and photos for the CD, and
again it fell to Richard to pull it all together and make it
happen.
But time was against us. Researching and finding suitable
material and style took longer than expected. It was
getting close to Christmas when all foundries close and
none of the major foundries in Sydney could guarantee to
have it done before the search ship went out. Finally, we
found a small family-run foundry at Uralla on the New
England Tableland who promised to have it done, and
they delivered it just before closing time on December
18th.

SUPREME SACRIFICE
ON A MISSION OF MERCY,
14 MAY 1943.
2/3 AHS CENTAUR ASSOCIATION,
2010
LEST WE FORGET.

A GENEROUS GIFT
- of time, service and a significant memento
At the Cathedral, George
Ha rtne tt Fune ra ls of
Brisbane provided the
Attendance Book and the
voluntary staff as a community
service. They have since had
the book magnificently bound,
and on Tuesday, 23 March at their Holland Park facility,
presented it to the Association as a memento.
We are most appreciative of their generosity and their
thoughtfulness.

Two days later, on Sunday 20th, Centaur was found…
Two days after that, Tuesday
22nd, in a hastily convened,
though tentatively booked,
Service, the plaque was
dedicated in the chapel of
113th AGH Concord in the
presence of as many Centaur
families as could attend at
such short notice, and Mr Robert O’Donohue, Chair of
the NSW Chapter of the Royal College of Nursing,
Australia.

Michael Forrest and his brother Frank, nephews of Pte Jack
Forrest, 2/12th FA. accept the presentation Attendance
Book on behalf of the Association from Mark Carey of
George Hartnett Funerals.
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PTE DOUGLAS WILLIAM MOORE, QX49317
2/12th Field Ambulance
Doug Moore was one of ten children. He lost his mother in 1925 when he was six
years old, and was cared for by his elder sister Margaret until her marriage in 1934.
Doug had a special relationship with Margaret and looked on her as his mother.
Margaret married Eric Sherrif Watt and had two children, Marjorie and Barrie. All were
present with Doug at a dinner at their home in Camp Hill before Doug embarked on
the Centaur. As a parting gesture, Doug left two bottles of beer (the large type, Tiger
brand, Melbourne), saying: “Sherrif, we will drink these bottles when I return…”
The bottles are still intact, just the way Doug left them.
Marjorie and Barrie would like to bury one of them at sea near the Centaur with a
weighted biodegradable wreath and a small plaque stuck to the bottle.
“In memory of Corporal Douglas William Moore, QX49317.
Doug, you can share this one with your mates.
You are remembered by your family, Barrie and Marjorie.”

Important Message
Our fees are our only source of income and our funds
have been somewhat depleted. Two major costs have
been travel to attend Centaur stakeholder meetings and
briefings in Brisbane before and during the search and
the realization of the Memorial Plaque now resting on
Centaur.
We would like to place mini replicas of the Memorial
Plaque with appropriate organizations for display to
the general public as an ongoing memorial. The total
cost of these will be approximately $4,800.00, or about
$250 each, depending on the number ordered.
We would appreciate donations to help purchase the
plaque replicas. Please make cheques payable to 2/3
AHS Centaur Association and send to the Secretary.
At this stage unfortunately donations are not tax
deductible.

Newsletters on the Internet
Our Newsletters are now being published on our website. We
will assume your permission to show any of your photos
unless you specifically ask us not to.
Your letters and emails are also of interest to our readership.
Please indicate (NFP) if they are not for publication.

Information wanted
David Carey, cousin of Charles Edmond Carey,
steward, MN seeks information on his cousin’s activism with the Stewards Union. If you can help,
David can be contacted on (03)9793 1748.

20 August 1919 — 14 May 1943

Congratulations, Tony!
In the 2009 Walkley Awards (Journalism’s answer to the
Oscars), our own Tony Stephens received the highest of
accolades as reported in the Sydney Morning Herald on 27
November:
“The recently retired Herald journalist Tony Stephens was
awarded the most outstanding contribution to journalism for
his 50 years in the industry. The Walkley trustees said
Stephens was recognised for his skill, dedication and
mentoring others”
Tony is the son of Pte Britt Stephens, 2/12th, and a longstanding member of the Association.
OUR RATIONALE

The Myth of Immunity
This book by Christopher Milligan and
John Foley is still the definitive book on
2/3 AHS Centaur.
Painstakingly
researched, it reads well and answers
most of the questions.
Available to members of the Association
for $35 posted anywhere in Australia
from:
Nairana Publications,
6A Doncaster St
Hendra Qld. 4011.
Quote this Newsletter.

To honour those who gave their
lives on 2/3 AHS Centaur.
To provide a means of
communication for Survivors,
Descendants, Relatives, Friends
& Organizations interested in
2/3 AHS Centaur
To help the healing process
which for many still continues.
To ensure that the memory never
fades, and the facts are not
f o r g ot t e n b y s u c c e e d i n g
generations.
To turn a tragedy into a triumph,
and to foster a peaceful and
forward-looking attitude.

Disclaimer:The views expressed in this Newsletter do not necessarily reflect the official policy of 2/3
AHS Centaur Association Inc. All care is taken to check details reproduced in these
pages but no responsibility is taken for inaccuracies. Please let the editor know if incorrect
details have been published so they can be rectified as soon as possible. All contributions
are welcome. Copyright remains with the authors, and anything quoted from this Newsletter
should include names of both the author (when given) and the Newsletter.

Let us remember Centaur - a vessel of mercy on the turbulent waters of a world at war

